
James W. Perkins        

His date of birth is unknown. He died on May 27 1942, and was buried 6 days later on 
June 1, 1942. 

He was a Sergeant in the 41st Infantry Division, 163rd Infantry, US Army. The division 
was in the jungles of New Guinea, fighting the Japanese on that date. 

A brief history of the 163rd Infantry in WWII follows: 

The first elements of the 41st, mainly the 163d Infantry, arrived by air in New Guinea on 
27 December 1942. They entered combat on 8 January 1943 and began an attack to clear 
the road to Sanananda. By 22 January, the mission was accomplished, effectively closing 
the Papua Campaign.  
 
During the New Guinea Campaign, units of the 41st launched operations to clear the 
Japanese from the northern coast of New Guinea. From 29 June to 12 September 1943, 
elements of the 41st, primarily the 162d Infantry, remained in contact with the enemy for 
seventy-six consecutive days. The jungle warfare took a heavy toll on the men of the 
41st, not only in terms battle casualties. Many soldiers contracted malaria, dengue fever, 
and other tropical diseases. Food was scarce, and the damp tropical climate caused 
uniforms to literally rot off the soldiers who wore them. The 41st’s operations in the 
jungles of New Guinea earned the division another nickname, the “Jungleers.”  
 
After completing the New Guinea campaign, which included assault landings at Aitape, 
Biak, Hollandia, Nassau Bay, and Wadke-Arare-Toem, at the end of 1944, the 41st was 
ordered to the Philippines. On 28 February 1945, the division’s 186th Infantry assaulted 
Palawan Island. The remainder of the division landed on Mindanao on 10 March and 
quickly captured Zamboanga City and Caldera Point before running into stiff Japanese 
resistance. For the rest of the war, the 41st focused on mopping up pockets of Japanese 
resistance throughout the southern Philippines until hostilities ended in August 1945. 
During the war, the 41st lost nearly 1,000 dead and over 3,500 wounded. It participated 
in three campaigns and ten assault landings. Also, with forty-five months away from U.S. 
soil, it held the distinction of having the longest overseas service of any U.S. division.  

He is buried at the Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery in San Diego, CA, and his body is 
located at Plot: E 141.  

A street in the Sunbow community of Chula Vista honors his name. 
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